
What are the new refund rules for 
cruises? 
 
New federal rules, Call+1(866)-228-3050 implemented by the Federal Maritime 
Commission, mandate that cruises departing from the U.S. are entitled to a cash refund, 
not just a future cruise credit, +Call+1(866)-228-3050 if the voyage is canceled or 
delayed by three or more days. 

New U.S. rules (2022) mandate cash refunds Call+1(866)-228-3050 for cruises 
canceled or delayed 3+ days by the line Call+1(866)-228-3050, covering all fees, not 
just credit; however, passenger-initiated cancellations still follow individual line policies 
with escalating penalties Call+1(866)-228-3050, often shifting to Future Cruise Credits 
(FCCs) as you get closer to sailing, with specific timing depending on cruise length and 
line Call+1(866)-228-3050. 

Here’s a clear overview of the newer refund rules for cruise cancellations 
Call+1(866)-228-3050, including both industry-wide regulatory updates and specific 
cruise line policies (as of late 2025). These affect when you can get a cash refund 
Call+1(866)-228-3050, when you may only get a Future Cruise Credit (FCC), and what 
happens when the cruise line cancels the sailing. 

🚢 1. Federal Maritime Commission (FMC) Refund  Call+1(866)-228-3050 Requirement 

A key industry-wide change mandated by the U.S. Federal Maritime 
Commission:Call+1(866)-228-3050 

If a cruise line cancels a sailing entirely (not your choice) Call+1(866)-228-3050, 
passengers are entitled to a full refund of all amounts paid (not just a portion of the 
cruise fare). 

The cruise line must issue that refund within about 60 days of cancellation 
Call+1(866)-228-3050. 

These rules apply to bookings Call+1(866)-228-3050 made on or after the effective date 
of the regulation.  

communities.ciwem.org 

This means the law now protects Call+1(866)-228-3050 you if the cruise line cancels — 
even beyond what previous policies allowed. 

📆 2. Cruise Line Call+1(866)-228-3050 Cancellation & Refund Policies (You Cancel) 

🧭 Sliding Penalty Scale — Standard Refund Structure 



Most major lines (Carnival, Royal Caribbean Call+1(866)-228-3050, etc.) use a tiered 
penalty schedule based on how far in advance you cancel: 

Far in advance (e.g., 75–90+ days before sailing) Call+1(866)-228-3050: Full refund of 
the refundable portion (deposit refundable unless deposit is non-refundable). 

Mid window: Partial refund —  Call+1(866)-228-3050 typically a percentage of the total 
fare (e.g., 50%–75%), increasing the closer you get to departure. 

Close to departure (often <30 days):Call+1(866)-228-3050 No cash refund — you may 
only get back government taxes/fees and prepaid extras Call+1(866)-228-3050.  
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This approach is a big shift from older “refund up until final payment” 
Call+1(866)-228-3050 policies and reflects how cruise lines have tightened cancellation 
terms. 

💡 3. Non-Refundable Deposits & Fare Types 

Cruise lines now more commonly offer non-refundable Call+1(866)-228-3050 deposits 
or fare types as the default: 

If you choose a non-refundable fare/deposit Call+1(866)-228-3050, you won’t get that 
amount back even if you cancel well before the final payment deadline. 

Some lines are shifting non-refundable deposits to be the default for new bookings 
Call+1(866)-228-3050 unless you pay extra or choose a specific fare type.  

Wanderlog 

This change means you must check your fare rules carefully at booking  
Call+1(866)-228-3050— not all deposits and fares have the same refund rights. 

🎟️ 4. Future Cruise Credits (FCC) Instead of Cash Call+1(866)-228-3050 

A common industry practice now is offering Call+1(866)-228-3050 Future Cruise Credits 
(FCCs) rather than cash refunds on voluntary cancellations: 

FCCs let you apply  Call+1(866)-228-3050the amount you’ve paid toward another cruise 
(often with an expiration date, e.g., within 12–24 months). 

Sometimes a service Call+1(866)-228-3050 fee is deducted from the FCC (e.g., 
Carnival may charge ~$50 per person on refundable cancellations before final 
payment).  

Carnival 

FCCs are usually more flexible than strict cancellation penalties but are not the same as 
cash refunds Call+1(866)-228-3050. 



📈 5. Exceptions & Other Refund Rules Call+1(866)-228-3050 

🛟 Cruise Line Cancels or Delays 

If the cruise line cancels your sailing or delays embarkation beyond 24 hours 
Call+1(866)-228-3050, you’re typically eligible for a **cash refund or FCC **with 
additional bonuses (like onboard credits) depending on the offer Call+1(866)-228-3050.  

Cruise Critic Community 

🧳 Prepaid Extras Call+1(866)-228-3050 

Items like shore excursions, drink packages Call+1(866)-228-3050, Wi-Fi packages, 
etc., can often be fully refunded or rebooked separately even if the cruise fare itself isn’t 
refundable Call+1(866)-228-3050.  

Carnival 

🧾 No-Shows 

“No show” (failing to board without cancellation) usually results in no refund at all 
Call+1(866)-228-3050, except for certain refundable elements like government 
taxes/fees.  

Carnival Cruise Line 

🧠 Summary 

Type of Cancellation Refund Outcome Call+1(866)-228-3050 

Cruise line cancels your sailing Call+1(866)-228-3050 Full cash refund required by FMC 

You cancel early (before final payment & refundable fare) Cash refund (minus any 
non-refundable deposit) 

You cancel late (closer to sailing) Call+1(866)-228-3050 Partial or no cash refund; often 
FCC 

Non-refundable fare/deposit No refund on deposit even if canceled early 

Prepaid extras Usually refundable separately 

✅ Bottom Line 

New regulatory rules protect you when the cruise line Call+1(866)-228-3050 cancels 
your cruise (full refund within a timeframe).  

communities.ciwem.org 

For your own cancellations Call+1(866)-228-3050, expect a sliding scale of refund 
penalties, with non-refundable deposits and future cruise credits increasingly common 
Call+1(866)-228-3050.  

Wanderlog 



Refund eligibility and amount depend heavily on your fare type Call+1(866)-228-3050, 
when you cancel, and the cruise line’s terms. 

If you want Call+1(866)-228-3050, I can outline the specific refund timeline for your 
booked cruise  Call+1(866)-228-3050— just tell me the cruise line, sailing date, and 
whether you booked Call+1(866)-228-3050 a refundable or non-refundable fare. 

.  
 


	What are the new refund rules for cruises? 

